new, the idea of a connection between language and religion is very old, and bringing together the study of these two fascinating aspects of human society opens up endless possibilities. As its title suggests, this volume explores some of those possibilities, with contributions from every continent, and from a wide range of religions and languages, demonstrating just how vast and varied the field is. Even in highly secularised Western Europe, religion continues to be as essential as language to the development of human society, and this volume explores some of the multiple ways in which the two interact in complex, sometimes unexpected ways. Omoniyi compares the UK and Nigeria as multinational and multiethnic nations, both 'secular' with a variety of religious practices, and introduces the concept of 'difaithia', generating a model based on Fishman's description of diglossia.
The remaining chapters represent a diverse collection of examples of the interface between language and religion. They offer insights into how language and religion have, at different times and in different contexts, affected the way people live, the way they create and perceive their own identity and that of others. Some chapters offer greater insight than others, some appear to be merely descriptive, and not very enlightening, but of course this perception will depend on the reader's prior knowledge of the subject. The diversity of the volume makes it difficult to make general comments, so I will limit my remarks to some of the chapters I found particularly interesting or informative. As an introduction to the Sociology of Language and Religion, this is a valuable book, bringing together a wealth of material. The theoretical frameworks proposed by Fishman and Omoniyi are useful starting points for this emerging discipline, and the majority of the other chapters are informative and insightful. However, in a book of this type, it is inevitable that some contributions are less valuable than others; some in this volume really do not tell us anything new, and some are rather hard going.
Another unfortunate aspect of this book is the poor editing in places. Several chapters are marred by the abundance of typing errors, spelling errors, odd phrasing and repetition. Nevertheless, it is a welcome first volume on the subject, and will be of interest to scholars from a range of related fields. 
